NOTE.

THIS "Answer" foims an excellent continuation of the "Modest Pro-
posal " It is in an entnely different vein, but is, in its own way, an
admirable example of Swift's strength in handling a public question.
The English government had been offering every facility to French
officers for recruiting their army from Ireland The "Craftsman"
made some strong remarks on this, and Primate Boulter, in his letter
to the Duke of Newcastle, under date October I4th, 1730, told his
Grace, "that after consulting with the Lords Justices on the subject he
found that they apprehend there will be greater difficulties In this affair
than at first offered." He enteis into the difficulties to be oveicome in
order to act in consonance with the wishes of his Majesty, and promises
that *c effectual care shall be taken that none of the officers who are come
hither, suffer on this account" (Letter, pp 26-27, vol. n., Dublin, edit
1770) Swift uses the matter for his own purposes and ironically wel-
comes this chance for the depopulation of Ireland. "When our island
is a desert, we will send all our raw material to England., and leceive
from her all our manufactured articles A leather coinage will be all we
want, separated, as we shall then be, from all human kind We shall
have lost all; but we may be left in peace, and we shall have no more
to tempt the plunderer " Scott styles this ' * Answer" a masterpiece.

The text of this edition is based on that given by Faulkner m the
ninth volume of his edition of Swift issued in 1772.

[T. S.]
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